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TECHNOLOGY | ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

The Row Over South Korea’s Push for a
Native AI Model: Chinese Code

Korea's efforts show how hard itis to develop homegrown Al models
and break a reliance on U.S. or Chinese tech giants

By Jivoung Sohn | Follow |

Jamn. 13, 2026 1,00 pm E1 9 a

('::} m Save A}'F—\'. D 9 {} Listen (1min)

The SK Telecom pavilion at an information-technology show in Seoul. JECH HEON-KYUN/SHUTTERSTOCK

SEQUL—Last June, the South Korean government launched a competition to create a
new independent Al model developed with Korean technology. A homegrown tool like
that was critical to ensuring Korea's technological self-reliance in a world already
dominated by U.S. and Chinese artificial intelligence.
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