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A yellow waterproof bag slung aver his shoulder, Jimmy Lizama rises off his saddle and balances his bike waiting for the light to

change. The sawtooth skyline of downtown Los Angeles cuts into the eastern sky.

Lizama iz a bike messenger, starting his day in Koreatown, The son of Honduran immiarants, he has ridden these streets for
mare than 20 years, each day a new encounter with the city he arew up in,

Today will be bugy -- 10 staps, 30 miles —- a Monday afternoon sprint from the Financial District to the Civic Center, skid row to
South Park,

Four months into the pandemic, never has the city seemed so upside down. Parking attendants wave flags to the empty streets.
Storefronts, boarded-up from break-ing, merge with stalled construction sites, Homeless camps double as sidewalk bazaars,

"COVID, T he saws, "is a truth serum bringing it all out.”

For 10 years, downtown was a boom town, an improbable refutation of its history as a 3-to-5 enclave for commuters only, High-
rises and low-rises became home to nearly 88 000 residents and a destination far visitors, 247,

Developers renovated the Arts District and raised apartments in South Park, City agencies gained traction with the homeless
population, Office vacancy rates fell, and from the 110 Freeway to the Los angeles River, the city had a vouthful, rensgade,
gastronomic vibe, After nearly a century, Los Angeles had a downtown that could rival other great american cities.

Then people started to get sick, and restaurants closed, residents fled and office workers kept a distance, Suddenly it was 2008
all over again, another recession tightening its grip an life, and the gains of the last decade -- from blight to promise - are at
risk,
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Rurality and higher education: Implications for

identity and persistence
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The Ohio State University, ProQuest Dissertations
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